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‘Don’t mock Muhammad’, 
warns monk after attacks
THE abbot of Glenstal Abbey, 
Mark Patrick Hederman, has 
described the move by journalists 
at the Charlie Hebdo newspaper 
to publish another cartoon of the 
Prophet Muhammad on its cover 
this week as “dangerous” and 
warned that they should expect a 
“backlash”.

Abbot Hederman was speaking 
to the Limerick Leader about the 
terrorist attacks in Paris last week, 
which claimed 17 innocent lives, 
including some of the France’s 
most famous cartoonists at the 
satirical weekly newspaper.

The cover of the most recent 
Charlie Hebdo publication, 
published this Wednesday, with 
a run of up to five million copies, 
features a tearful Muhammad, 
holding a ‘Je Suis Charlie’ sign, 
with a tagline that says ‘Tout est 
pardonne’ or ‘All is forgiven.’

“France love their freedom more 
than anything else and they are 
inclined to go over the top in every 
direction. It’s very insensitive at 
this time to be producing all these 
cartoons,” said Abbot Hederman.

“I know that for the French, 
liberté and égalité is their flag, 
but this time it seems to me to be 
imprudent.” However, no image, 
action, or religion of any kind, he 
said, “should permit the violence 
which has happened there.

“It’s always a small group of 
people who use religion for their 
own purposes that perpetrate 
violence - it’s nothing to do with the 
actual religion and to condemn the 
Muslims for this is wrong. Their 
religion is so old and so refined 
and so close our own really.”

While he said the publication 
“doesn’t spare anybody” when it 
comes to satire, “the weight seems 
to be somehow towards Arab 
countries and Muslims. 

“It’s not a very appropriate 
moment to be having cartoons. 
Again, nothing can excuse what 
happened in their offices. They 
are now coming back in an 
exaggerated fashion to say ‘we are 

not going to be bullied or put down 
by anybody’.”

“We are now into a warfare 
between the people who believe 
everything should be allowed 
under freedom of speech and 
expression and then the others 
who are saying if you publish 
anything against us, you are going 
to be shot. It’s like two people 
backed into two corners and both 
coming out with all guns blazing - 
the battle of the OK Corral.”

Limerick’s growing French 
community are still reeling 
following the horrific attacks 

in Paris last week, and over 
100 people have signed a book 
of condolences at the Alliance 
Francaise in Limerick, which is 
the second oldest French society 
in the country. However, many are 
not surprised by the decision to 
put the Prophet Muhammad on 
the newspaper’s front page again.

“That is typically French - we 
will never back down. I couldn’t 
imagine a French newspaper not 
doing that, they are re-affiirming 
their principles,” said Kevin 
Saude, a French national and a 
mature student of politics in the 

University of Limerick. “I have 
been away from France for the 
past seven years but when I went 
back before Christmas for five 
weeks I found a very fragmented 
country. The climate is very tense 
now, very suspicious.”

A spokesperson for the alliance 
thanked those who have already 
signed the book of condolences, 
as well as bringing flowers and 
lighting candles. The book will 
remain open until this Friday, 
January 16 in No. 7 Pery Square 
from 9.30am to 1pm.

Dr Loïc Guyon, head of the 

department of French studies at 
Mary Immaculate College, said 
following the unprecedented 
numbers who marched in Paris 
and in cities across France in 
support of freedom of speech, he 
believes the terrorists have failed 
- despite the loss of life. 

“They created surprise and 
pain and anger, but beyond that, 
they won’t silence anybody. On 
the contrary, they have triggered 
a huge reaction of support for 
Charlie Hebdo, which wasn’t the 
best read weekly newspaper in 
France before this.”

 ■ More than 100 sign book of condolences for those killed in terror attacks in Paris

A drawing by local artist Una Heaton of some of the staff at Charlie Hebdo who were murdered last week. Her letter on the Paris atrocities is on page 16
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HOSPITAL Tennis Club 
is calling on American 
Football, GAA, rugby and 
of course tennis fans 
to predict the results 
of some of the world’s 
biggest tournaments, to 
help them raise funds to 
purchase a defibrillator 
for their club and 
community.

The club, which has 
over 140 adult members 
and 30 junior members, 
has decided to organise 
a fundraiser with a 
difference.

“We wanted something 
that kept people’s interest 
going, and have a bit of 
fun at the same time,” 
explained Elaine Carroll, 
club PR0.

“It is just €10 to enter 
and you choose who 
will win some of the top 
sporting events at home 
and abroad from the 
Super Bowl which takes 
place in early February 
to the All-Ireland finals in 
September.”

The club was inspired 
to fundraise for an 
automated external 
defibrillator (AED) after 
a near tragic incident in 
Cork recently, where a 
tennis player was revived 
after collapsing on the 
tennis court.

“We will install an 
automated defibrillator 

at Hospital Tennis 
Club to deliver on our 
commitment to make 
our club a facility for 
all members of the 
community to enjoy,” Ms 
Carroll said.

“We have all heard 
of stories of people 
collapsing suddenly on 
sporting pitches and 
literally being brought 
back to life by an AED 
machine,” she added.

The club is open for 
new members to join – 
either for social tennis 
or for keen competitive 
players. The club 
committee runs a social 
night every Friday night, 
winter and summer club 
leagues, adult and kids 
coaching, weekly junior 
tournaments during the 
summer and much more.

The club will update 
results of the blockbuster 
league on their website 
every month so entrants 
can keep track of their 
progress. Whoever wins 
by predicting the most 
results correctly will 
win €500. And for those 
who don’t fare as well in 
the prediction stakes? 
Whoever finishes last will 
get a ‘Dog’s Life’ prize – 
their €10 entry fee back. 
For more information see 
www.hospitaltennisclub.
com, check out the club’s 
Facebook page  or contact 
Elaine on 087 1308441.

Tennis club has 
ace idea to stop 
tragic deaths

AINE FITZGERALD                                
&  ANNE SHERIDAN

AINE FITZGERALD 

Pictured at the tournament last year were Hospital club 
member Padraic Hayes, Mary Quirke, member; tournament 
player Ruth Ryan and club members Pat Leahy, Thomas 
Moore and Margaret Divilly                         Picture: Frank Williams

FIAT 500 POP 1.2

RRP €13,150.00 Completion Fee €75.00

Deposit €3,953.25 Duration of Agreement 37 months

Total Amount of Credit €9,196.75 GMV (Guaranteed MinimumValue) €5,260.00

36 Monthly Payments €129.00 APR 3.90%

Documentation Fee €75.00 Cost of Credit €857.25

Representative example

Waterford Business Park, Cork Rd, Waterford. Tel: 051 304 300
Fuel consumption figures for Fiat 500 range in l/100km (mpg): Urban 5.7 (49.6) - 4.4 (64.2); Extra Urban 4.3 (65.7) - 3.6 (78.5); Combined 4.8 (58.9) - 3.9 (72.4). CO2 emissions 90 - 113 g/km. Fuel consumption and CO2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative

purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Model shown is Fiat 500 POP 1.2 with a retail price of €13,150. Total amount repayable €14,007.25. Terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to status and available to applicants aged 18 and over. Indemnities may be
required. Minimum deposit required of 30% of OTR price. Offer is made under a Hire Purchase Agreement as defined by the Consumer Credit Act (1995). WARNING: you will not own the goods until the final payment is made. APR stands for Annual Percentage Rate.

Finance is arranged by First Auto Finance Ireland Limited, the exclusive agent of Close Brothers Limited, trading as Close Motor Finance, in Ireland. Close Brothers Motor Finance is a registered business name of Close Brothers Limited, a UK private limited company (and
of its Irish branch of the same name having registration number 905038) - a subsidiary of Close Brothers Group plc. Close Brothers Limited, trading as Close Brothers Motor Finance, Close Motor Finance, Close Brothers Commercial Finance, Close Brothers Asset Finance

and Close Premium Finance Ireland, is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority in the United Kingdom and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for conduct of
business rules. Registered Address: 10 Crown Place, London EC2A 4FT. Registered at Companies House Number 195626. Prices correct at time of publishing, October 2014.

Driveme from just €129 per month!

From only

€129 per month


